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In 1951 to want to create an Action Cos ard conduct guerrilla warfare against 


Le ed 


the Viet Minh could seen at first sight to te a real risxz. It is @ litvle as if 
someone head asked the Germans to c.ccate an underground in France curing ¢ 
o2curatione 

Thanks to the intense anl clever propaganda of the Yiet Minh, the macs of the 
Vietnanese population, inhabiting the ccastal zone and the deitas, became nard for 


our Action to reech. 


If we still 43g any sygpathy left in the resel zone populated by Vietnaz 


t 


it is the fruit of war fatigue and stezs from the fact that the Viet Minh prozises:s 


3 


CSC, 


TUDEP SNDENCB-LIBIRTY-HAPPINESS, have not been achieved. A certain amount of 
nostalgia exists for the "French Peace" and its return. But this is a passive 

sotion; the infditratioef the Viet Minh, their C 5 (expansion unkmown), and their 
conte col over the population are such what the a5% we sudid bope for 2ron the poople 
who ais averebie to wake thet they leave, if they can, the revel zone to coza into 
the controlled sone. They are not of mich help to Action, 

On the ovher hand, the extreme diversities of the mountain races who innsacit 

the yalicys and wao live at various heights in the neunteins provide us with sone 


opportuni ties. 


At all tines, end in .3; primitive countrics, the mountain people have teen 
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the enezies of the plains people. This is because the authority to whicn tney have 
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to pay taxes resides in the plain or in the valley, generally ricn. Accustomed t 
tisks and tc a rough and unconfortsble life, they almost always like war for itself, 
end sometines because of the lootinz it permits, which is a souree of gaine 

It would have been difficult to eke these rourh and helf-savage peop cle, whose 
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horiaccn does not exesed the next mountain and whose roliticol organization does not 
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Cn the other hand, they could ce reached by acpealing to innediave inverests, 
ay by reavakcning old nostilitics. 


The cicdy Vietnanese, living with difficulty on thelr tittle rice paccies, and 
vno never cared to go into the hiener areas unless sunported by established authority 
to find some source of gains there, nave always been aevested, 

the tostility of the rounta1n copie toward uhose living in the hign valleys 
has peen iaenticel for analogous reasons, 

Since the Viet Mini recruits the mejority of its fighters among the Victnamese, 
this feeling of hostility cculd be exploited. Therefore it foliows that tne first 
undergrounl fighters have been recruited in the hignest mountaitis, the "Mesos", 
Fenaticaily Sn veCne eer 9 WLOh re independence, enenies of ali suthority 


5 4 = a £ wt = 2 th cee be Se aw Ba + era ee a 
and ettached to their corner of earth and rocks, they easily tuze the sice of those 


who can give them the means of fighting against all establichea power. 


Tren recrultzent re d the high velley people. Accistoned to nore coninre 
end with a more stable political orgeniszation ard sensitive to Viet Mirh p.reonacsnda, 


they already fora a less dependable fata 

The tasic elements which were utilized vy the G,C.MeA. (Composite sirrome 
Commando Group) to create underpround fighters ineiuded the diversity of ruces, 
opposition between clans, the eubitions of certain leaders, the hostiizties 
shown toward Vietnamese and especially the hostilities shown egeinst the VYieb Minh 
cceupying their country. 

But the mountain people ere rough, they heve no education, and ara igncrant 


of the world cutside of their mountein or their valley. 
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Consequently, it has been very difficult to find valuable elements among then, 


end to produce minor technicians (radio cpcrators, tean leaders, atte), necessary 
to get up the skeleton of 4a command organiszavion,. 

In créer to allevinve this major inconvenience and to get, going worse rapiclhyy, 
Kuropern statis have been used. Lut except for rare exceptions the European finds 
it hari to adapt to this umlerground fighter life in Indochina. He cannol Jive 
in the brush for long; in general he does not speak tne language; and he has trouble 
naicing hinseixg understood because he has only very poor interpreters at his 
disposition « He cannot pass unnoticed; his presence is quickly know by the Viet 
Minh who have spies everywhere, ani this fact alone constitutes a serious danger for 
the underground fighters being trained. 

I have noted nany tines that in a critical pericd the European eee tices a 


serious handicape The natives; who naturally out their confidence in him, have a 


tendenesy to rroun around hin, hoping that he wil) know how to cuide then; thus they 


dese their spirit of initiative waich is thelr only value. Left totally to thenselves, 


viey would onten Lave found a solution which no E1arepesn vould be capable of 
GevLoins, becouse of their hnowledrce of tha covntry end its possibilities, thoir 
adaptation to the conditions of local life, te their primitive instinct which is 
arpensd bv Ganpet, end to their ability ts wffer which is much greater than curse 
Tis tha Indochina underground fientars are very complex. From the officers 
aid Romconnjisslone. officers why lead then they Genand a deep knowledge of the 
country and of the peonvle, 


They constitute a formidable weapon azainst the Vietnamese, but those in 


command must not forget that they arc britil 


0 


, difficult to command, and more should 
not be expected of them than they can rive 

Re P. (Roger Trinauier) 
Introduction to the Indochina Freedoa Flghcvers; 


General Studias, Decemner 1953. 
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1, The Rerort of Colgncl Tringuiexr; Prologue to Lai Thicu 
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The 2rd CCP (Colonial Bettalicn of Paracnute Uonnandos) and pac ific:iion 


"T nay go to your ceremonial parade, but-I an disgusted besauco you nave void 
yourcseif ts 
Since I shewed some surcrise 4t these extravagant teras, the colentl repeated 


to me with uw very angry tone mixed with malice, "Yes, you have soi 
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underster:d? Sold!" -° 
I replied simply, "I hone, Colenel, that your words are worse tnan your 
thoughts, I request pernission to leave." 


ithout waiting for an answer, I saluted; nade a half turn, opened the office 


a= 


door and slowly descended to the ground floor, wneze the effice of Lieutenant 


Colonel Dateval was located, He was in command of the Colonial Denny Brigade of 


Parachute Comzandos, of which my Battalion, the 2nd ECcP, formed cart. 


Cur tuo-year stay was ended. We were going to return to Fraice. I had coze 


we wt ob 


to invite the Commanding Colonel or the TAFT (Airborne Trams in Ineonesia) tu the 
Sinnl cerc.ucnial pavede of the Eattalion before cur departure. I alsa wanted to 


inferu uin that I hed esked Generel Landouzy, known and loved thivuzhsut the 


coloniel arsy, te preside at this cecrenony. 


J. entered tic office of Debovel, my respected senior end more a comrade than 


a chief. 
Mye@ll!" tie said to me, "Your visit was skort, Gbvicusly it didn't go well?" 
I recounted the scene, He did not apvear very surprised. 


WWinat are you going to do?" 


bar of 


ZL did not have mucn choice, "right now I ean going to addrcsa a letter to the 
now NO cannot 


supericr Commanding General for the colonel to apclorize to me. I know 
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Eppreciate ra, tut everyining aes its lianits!" 
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23," Dabovel said to oe, "That is what you must do, However, think ace:t it! 


If tne colonel denies naving said yeu sold ysurseif, you ave going to put yoursel. 
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Whe have fed a difficult confrontation because we have a different concept of 


“ng use of « varachute battalion, Tnav does nov bate anything away frou nis moral 


reskituce, which is exemplary. Therefore it is unthinscole that A wound deny it 
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in front of the Coneral; otherwise we would have te cavise our opinion of hime" 
i drafted ny request; anc guve it ‘ Dacoveal, asking him to tuxe it te the 

Colon) © ' 
"Today is Wednesday. If, before the end of the weed, I have not teen summoned 

ry the Colonel, I shall go directly to the General “incelr. . 

"Good luck," Daboval said to me, shaking ay hand. 

keconperied by my driver, loyal Surcouf, I clinved into my jeso and tock the 

rom: 49 Loi Thien, vhere the 2nd Boop had been stationed for tus yearse 
I keped that the insults of ths Coloncl had excaeiel hia tisugnts. I thought . 

he wouLd cumin ae and that, in tha calu of the offices onco the storau was over, tne 

matter vowls be settled between mon of good will. Cerveinly the Colonel wes nov 

eccusiag ne of baving sold muyseif to our adversaric3, ne blames se for working toc 

Glouely witn General Boyer Cu Lattre, th e edvilian hist oilitary consander cf Souvn 

Vietnen, one of the generrls who hed uate the nest progress in vact fication in 

-$ 


iha south, He blemed ae for haviny tricd, im spite of hin, a curtain mincer of 
expericents locally crowned with success, and of huving veccue tov tie? down to an 


mrea where the Hattalion had its main base, For hia » parachute cattelion hai to 





bo an essentielly motile unit, able to strike rapidly at diffurect reints in the 
ae | 


4 : t+, ; ~ - 
territery without being based anyplace. 
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T hed explained to nim a nunber of tL ines Piet the 2nd BCCP combat units wer 
lyzys available, We nad participated in all of the major cperaticns in Canbeclay, | 
Cochinchina and South Annan, 40 of then airborne, and hed made meny raics 
wlons throuzhout southern Indochim 411 of this was enough to denonstrate our 
obility. In particular we had jumped at the Tan Quan railroad station in Central 
fnnan, 15 kilometers in the interior, destroyed 2 locomotives, 40 wagons and the 
repair shops of the. Railroad Company. 

Nevertheless,I believe that since our rear fixed base, our services, offices, 
and I myself were in the middle of the people, we should live ciose to them in 
order to get to lmow then better, to make them like us and to bring them to help 
us. Many times I had asked General Boyer de Lattre to conduct operations in the 
Lai Thiev region in order to free the town which the Viet Minh was cutting off in 
&it GLrectionus ¢ 


- ft nightfall on 15 Noverber 1947, efter we had marched to Seilwn, we arrived 


co. 


at Lad. Tries, We hed discovered, scone 19 kilometers fron the capital, a town in 
the stete of seigoe The Gay before a Viet Minh battalion had cecupied it and bad 


buried the narket.e Lal Thisu seened deserted, Reror 


oO 


nightfall], ail of the 
inhariternts hed shut themselves up et home; during the dsytime they avoided eny 
contact with our paratroorers,s | 

Tuo years later this same population was living in ae close relationship vith - 
the battalion. Ths region had been pacified. To a large extent this was cur 
work. 

Our direct adversary was the 30lst Viet Minh regiment. It was basec at the 
edge of Lai Thicu, in a dense forest zone called the Quadrilateral extending 


betueen Tha Deu Mot, Lai Thiev, Thu Duc and Eien Hoa, extending as far as the 
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lantetions, The 301st was the uncontested master of the region. AS SOON as vG 


an s 


orrived General Boyer de Lattrehed seid to us, "Lake whatever time you need, but 


Ths firss ratrols of the battalion, composed of young men still green , had 
produced seme serious engagements. However, I had never ccmpletely engaged the 
B0LEts which was waiting for us in convenient positions. We wovla have risked 
having the entire battalion destroyed in.a few hourse o e e 

We hed tested the periphery, which was held solidly. Two large scale operations 
with other units had allowed us to explore the zone held by the 301lst, but witnout 
causing it any great losses. They ned many hiding places and disappeared during 
the time of the operation (one day or two at the most). : 

\ihen our young peratroopers had beconed seasoned, I rroposed thet General Boyer 
de Leattre2llou me te teke the battalion for eight days, st the most, to try and .. 
exoerinent in the Quadrilateral. Myplan was to go to the very center of their haunts 
jr. Gighs formation, end to stay there for a week to sev up many ambushes every 
night, He accepted, This was in tns nonth of February, in vhe middle of the dry 
season in the south, I chose the date myself: three days befors the ful meon and 
three days after, 

On the apnointed day at sunrise the battsiicn in tight formation epproacned 
the edce of the forest, The sentrics gave word of our anoroach; a few shots were 
exchanged. As usuel the 30ist had disarpeared into its hiding places to avoid any 
engagement. 

Daring the day py platoons the companies becane ecouainted with most of the 
paths and prepsred enbushes for the night. All peths where it was not possible to 


set up an anbush were summarily booby-tracped. At six olvlock the final meal of 


Bl 
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the day had been eaten and all oF the anoushes, with a combat group, vers in place. 


Everyone was forsidden until caybreak. The ovder was to fire on anyone vho appeared 
tin she anoush field, It was also forbidden to inspect the results verore seven “oO 
the morming- ic@e, & good nour after Say pret fa impressive silence filled the 
forest. Toward three o'clock in the morning, two or three booty-trapped si mades 
exploded. With the sun life returned to the forest. Coffee and snaczs, The cans 
of rations vere opened, and the laughter and voices ot the young paratroopers could be 
heard. Two corpses were picked up on oe path where the grenades had expioded. 

The patrol explored before it began; numerous thickets were searched. In the 
evening a new system of treps and ambushes was set up. And again the silence 
weighed heavily on the forest until morning. During tne day the forest seened 
empty. However everyone knew-that at least one battalion of the 30lst was there, 
avite close to us in their hiding places and watching for our departurc, It was 
nocessery to wait for thefourth nightfor the Viet Minh to take a chance on the 
paths at might. This wes the dry season, sivi snare was no water in this foraste 
About tern men had tried to leave their hiding places to get some. They had been 
killed, Three wounded men reveaied to us why they care out: the’leck of water. 
Every night from that time on nen wno tried to leave the forest, to go for water, 
to carry messages and to get information, vere killed. On the fifth Gay about ten 
gravely wounded men left their cover and gurrenderccd. 

The nignt was dark and anxiety depressed everyone; even the most ccurageous 
did not escate it. They did not feci freed of it until the noon finally rose. The 
Gorpses piled up; they were buried during the day. The wounded men were . 
transported to Lei Thicu. 

On the seventh dey the moon rose at 10:30 pam. in a total, deep and dismal 


silence, The men were vaiting for this moment to finaliy breathe casily. 
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oiner missions, the hattalion hed to returm to its quarters for a new operation, In 


rebtise the tatvtvetion 


groups trying 


The belancs was ifprescsive: 


"racorier. 


thick nignt, Tres 


All eyes, even with 


tree trunks near a path. 


Sede 
now to 


roscurned to Lai Thieu, 


te 


@DOUSS 


tne ettuntion of the st 


about 4C dead, avout 20 wounded 
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IT nad had nim at my Command frost 


pp. 


ang about 15 


Cre person in the battalion had been kilied, a new arrival, young 


to fet to mow him and also to 


e him with the Indochina environzent,. 


mer hac been seated next to ne, 


ity Coniand Post had been set up 


During the night we first neard some sters; 
the tree trunks, tried to probe into thea 


Unccubtedly he had not been 


Ars OLE Oe I SY Oe 


able to centiol his amdetys uni he stood belt upright to try to see. A burst rroa 
an gutorectic nistol iiled his instantly. 

zi Kannieaaes ne ceumrateletions fase: Coneest Foyer de Lattre, tut none fron the 
eclonel, He telieved that these anbtushec, this starsnetion of e battalion for eight 


days deep in the forest, were uot worthy of a shock troop, 


Confidence head been restored among the irhabivants.. 


diving in their homes, They socn became part of tne family whicn 


they had maze theuselves user in he alin ng their lardiorés as such as they could. 


S 


Toe battalion hac a number of specialist svat tate (masons, mecnanies and carpenters). 
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They Lirss remily the burned market and thenrestored the pleasant aspect of the 


small town to i 
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I had the very best relationships with the prominent people, the nerchents, and 


the inhebliants, many of whom were catholic. I cartiotlarly had excelle: 


A 


relations wath a suger prover woo was very rich. One dav at nis home, to which 


13 


tf 


ie had invited me, i said to hin ouite simply, "Mre Tho you have sugar plantations 

in all areas, You harvest your cane without any rroblems, Therefore you must nave 
(tenis anong the Viev itinh, beceuss otherwise it would not be possible for you to 

work." 

"That's true," he said to me, "I imow very nany of them end even some high 
level leaders." 

"I'm going to make you a proposition which ray surprise you. I would very mich 
like to meet one of them, eat your one: ae night for example. I would like to know 
why they are fighsing and how they see the future of their country when peace is 
restored. I will not ask for any nilitary information. And naturally, after our 
meeting, he can freely return to his home," 

"That is not imrossible," Mr. Tho said to me. "T know a commender of some 
catholic troorse He is ths man [I desi with for the use of my plentations." 

indeed, toward mcni ght one right Mr, Tho Imocked on my door and said thet the 
troop commander wes there. He wag tall, thin and had the very pale complexicn of 
men who have spenrthe larger part of their tive in the shada and have net been - 
particularly weli fec." 


On py arrival he rese and we shock hands, He seemed anxious. I reassures hin, 


"J am happy to see you," I seid to hin, "It is always more pleasant to erchange 


ords then gun shots. I wowld like to knew why you were Noelting, what your present 

and remote goais are, end how you picture your personal future in this adventure," 
"T am not a communist, ™ he said to mee "I command some troops largely 

independent of the 30lst, whose men, and senderaniy the permanent staff, are - 

malnly comiuiises. I an ambitious as young people of my age and of my education 

generally are (he spoke perfect French). At the begimning ef the conflict, like 
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many others, I had to choose my cez=p. I have no rarbiculer eaninosity toward the 
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Frenehe I chose the side which offered me the best chances ta rise in society. If 
I wero to teke your side today, what could you cffer me? The position of warrant 
officer in a ucit made up cf auxiliaries. o « e dDecause I wuld certainty not be 
pole to teke ny entire company with me. fAnd then I would elivays look like a 
reneg7ie, aquitter with respect to my comrades and, let's say it, a traitor to the 


esuse waoict we heve chosen. In the Viet Minh ranks I am already a captain, tne 
commander cf a treop of 150 men, What T want is to go up in rank as fast and as 
hich as possible, Some day we will make peace. There has never been a war which 
Gid not end with a pence trecty. On that cay my § tuation and my position will. be 
a function of the rank. which I have obtained, Now, in this field, pernaps you can 


eid ne! 


I listened, astonished and interested by this statenent. 


He contimed, "Haybe you can help ne. I told you th hat I hes a commnist. I 
know General Nguyen Rinh, the hig ne in the south, quite well, He is not a 


commniat. If you inflict & serious defeat on the Wl.ct, my neignbors, I could 
take its place end go up in renk, And this would not displease Nguyen Binh. The 


last cperation that you mace.-I was not in the raid-~spread terror in the regiment. 


fa! 


Tv T. 


No one dared leave the hidirg places for tvo days efter departure, But despite 


~~ 


your searches, you did not find tne Commend Post of the erent sees: you passed 
very close to it, I can give you its layout. It is a very wall made installation, 
If you destroy it, the 301st will no longer be abdle to stay here, It will be 
forced to move tovard the north, Its departure will increase py importance in the 
remion." 

"You can forward the plan to me through Mr. Tho when you want, I cannot give 


you the date of my next oneravion, because I do neb huve uy cattalion sveilable, 


sn} 


However, theocusn Me, Tho I snall te able to varn you so that you have the tine to 


tit 


g2s away and be away frou the raid." 
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Ne wold aCe’ "nen you concuce an operation, I ali woYS ANGW Ly 


I took this blow without dliniting. Still I had kad the inoression that 1 was 


prevaring ny operation with tis maxioun precauticn to kcep it ea secret. I stijl na 


a lot to learn, 


Mr. Tho hea prepared a package of various foods for hin, He refused it. "We 


nave everything we need," he caid. "And then we shculd not get used to luxury." 

I gave him IVH as a code nane,. ; 

Cne montn later, in the mddle of March, I obtained permission from General 
Boyer ue Lattre.to conduct another eight-day operation in the same style as these 
in the Quadrilateral. Mr. Tho hed brought the plan of the 301st Commend Post. It 
waz ciscovered quickly. Actually it was a fine subterranean organization. The 
effica 23 were set up well: pspers, files and aaa Put it was devoid of 


Persone ae nad been evacuated in haste; the pers onnel had been able to escarey, 


put with enpty Lands, beaviue 7 all the files behind. 


ae operation had even nore importent results than the first one and, this tize, 


with no icsses, Our men knzw the Quadrilateral like the back of thei: hand, They 
knew the cxellest paths aml the snallest thickets. At the end of eight days ali of 
ths paths hac been tooby~trapped. It nad become uninhabitable for the 3Ulst, 


which had to move out, leaving in the interior only sone -snall surveillance 
elenents very vulnerable to our units. Taxing turns on rest days, they captured 
these little groups. 

Sonotinze pevee the Conumanding Colonel of the sector planned to conduct an 


Lnportant pperetion in the Quadrilateral, It was almost envtye This allowed his 


troors to learn it perfectly without any great riskse 
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liow, all of my sozrardes had tein dispersed: 2 to Cambodia with my aide, one 
Jutc the Tourane rejrion end the other on alert at Tan Son Nhut. Therefore f 


“ “, : 4 4 ah ee are ee eee e4e$ “ae . + le eee 
proocsed to she Colencl to accompany nin with the battalion elements tnet I could 


invite tin to hia none, as he had aireacy done several times. 

Mi wene, bul withzubl teking cary preceutions; on the road ne was captured by 
@ patrol from the Ty Luc sector. Ee was known, he had already blown up the 
plantaticn train a musber of times, and therefore he was considered to be a geod 
catch and vas sent uncer a gocd escort to the 2nd Pureau in Saigon, General Boyer 
de Letcre WaS aware of tha combacts I had with TVH and had approved tnea, as had ay 
Class comrade, Comzzuncent Savant, the need of the 2nd Sureau. I immediately went 
to Saigon and saw Cavani, This cezture had wut him into a difficult situation. 

ths eet Bs f[freed,? I said to sine 

NCorteinly," he geaid to ne, "but this will -not be easy, If 1 freed hin, hb 
vould inmadiately become susrect ezong his own people, And I bave nay Vietunscse 
in uy 2od bureau, Sone ara dounle esents or simply unreliable, He mist escape, 


aa 


or at least give « c:nzl ispression to everyone tuat he dic escene. 


a» 4. M4 
hat is his 
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re this morning and no one hes 
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only chance, Jo will set things upe He arxvived h 


tnen I went tc Mind TVY, Ee received me as I had expectad, very coldive 
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"J thought I could rut my truss in you, ard you set a trap for me. That is 
not worthy of a renen officer." 
I explained what was going on to hiny and gave pin the Plan developed for his 
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tObyiously you will be shot at, put do not stop, made a dash for it; the 


bullets vill pass close but on the side." 


"TJ an foreed to trust you," he said to mu. 

Then he added nore calmly, Nanywayy f do trust you," 

Qur conversation had ted ten cimutes. I left hin with a nand shake. At Lhe 
appointed tine I was at the rendezvous.I hed seid to Surcouf, “I am waiting for a 
Vietnazese whom I do not know very well. I snevll drive the jceo. You clinb into the 
back and watch my carbine," Ten mimutes later TVH arrived calmly, as if nothing had 
BepDen ots while I was speaking with Surcouf et the side of the jeep. I shock his 
ends 

tByerything vent wells now you are reasuured « Clinb in, wo are going to leave." 

Before Sarcouf had the time to sit in the hack, TVH sat doxn there, I did ent 
cay emytbhing and took the wheel, Surcouf sat at ry right, 

TVE thas kad wy carbins et his dispositicn. It would huve been easy for him to 
Kil] Goth of us ami escave, thus performing a scal feat, While I was driving I 
watched the end of the berrel of cy cartine leaning against ths two seats. 

twdously if I hed seen itv nove, I woud huey reacted, Nothing happened. UWalf way 
on the rovte to Lal Thiev, TVH eskad ne to let hin off, I stozned and saw him take 
off rapidly through the rice fields and divappeare 

This event kad not passed unnoticed. I kiew from Mre Tho that he kad been 
suspected, and then brought before a nilitary court which had acquitted hin because 
of lack of proof, However, he was relieved cf his commend. lipuyen Dinh, who knc 


hin, summoned kin, and the latter beesne part of the forner!s ceneral staff. 
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However, I did uct Icsea contact with ! 
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“ew om Sa 
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end sone unition, whien I gave him in 


several times, laturziiy 


Say nia asain in Saigon 


—_ 


informstion on the nilit: cirrens 


ivy level, but ror 
Binh, the uncontes 
ficuities with Ho Chi Minh. and + 


prunber of occasions Ho Chi Minn ned asked 


rezusede 
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At this noe recognizes 


tine France had long si 
Baie d!Along agreement of 5 June 1948). After 
he had taken refuge, Bao [ai had agreed to return 


heed of an indepenaenb state within the frane 


it ves possinie that Newyen Birk, the chief of th: 
Comnimiot, would agree somo Guy to join Reo Lai, 


ceen weallved rapicly w 
Gey, however, Niven Einh agreed to ge t% 
repented requcets, more and rore Uipeat eles Ca 


Peas 


north. Tnis was September 1951; he set out ir tz 
Bat the rowte to te traveled was long. He diss.ns 


beard fron him since, 


The disappearance of Nguyen Binh was a press 


for free Viietnan. 


After wo had been there for a year, Lai Trhic: 


3 


towns, We knew all of thse inhabitants, end 


shosis nad been oreduced with the battalion, Ths 


ted enief of the stuth 


walt 


e482 company of 


SG yeast BoM 
Lv a a ere 6 vw 
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av TVA even anced ne for a vistol 

With Generzl Eoyer du Lattre, J 

Lodid now anic for any useful 

LmLorTmatecn, Through nin I knew 

Sy WAS Not 2 communist and that 

re men fron the nerth, Ona 

one to the north. He had always ; 
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the inderendence of Vietnam (the 
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efotiations at Hong Kong, where 


+o Vietnam (April 1949) as the 
or the French Union, Therefore 


rebellion in the south and a non 


the north, thus giving in to the 


3 Chi Minh and the wen from the 


several loyal men. 
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: a aq a “« A ge he a 34 Ad 7 on 
after long ond difNeult operations in the Plaine des Jonce (Flein of Reeds) or 


elsewhere, was really a tine of joy ard reunion for the men and the innacivantc. 
Ll nad been able to ask the inhabitents for shey thencelves to take over tne 


survelllance and protection of the towns. ‘The catholics had already created a 


militia uncer the orders of a very energetic young Vietnanese, rut I wanted other 
irhabitents to take part init. A new militia was in treining, tating shane around 
five or six small staifs or the 301: Sty h wae hed cone over to our side. 

Now it neppened that some rapidly forned militias revolted end left in 
disarrcensnt, vaicing away arms and equinment, efter having assassinated the few 


Iurepeans who were their officers, 


One day Mr, Tho informed ne that the 30lst battalion, wnich wanted to recover 


its honors, wes about to send a dozen false turnccats into the militia being forued, 


After it kad been created, thoy would 1411 the loyal ren end carry off the weapons. 
Hr, Tho suggested to then that an important battalion staff with a good branch would 
have to join up before I would take the DEL » | 

-‘Indecd, very early one mozming tne aide of the battalion leader apoecxed in uy 
office with ea Mat automatic pistol, He amnounced thet ke wes joining us cua that 
other comrades would do the sane in a short Vine, as s00n as the occasion offered. 
L received hin in a friendly way — in view of his rank , invited hin to our ness 
at noon after obviously touring the marie in his company. In the following days 
three others of lesser importance arrived. Therefore I geve the command of the 
militia being treined to the aide of the 501lst battalion chief, Le Loi, The militia 
trained slowly. I hed asked for about 50 weapons, but I hed only received about 20, 


old pop guns. 


Le Loi did not appear satisfied with tne weapons he received, IJ kept hin 
voiting, telling bin that I would co my best with the sector authorities. lorcover, 


this was the trita, 
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Ab the end ef a month the aruanent of my militia had not invroved, although 


seven members of the 301ist rad joined its ranks. Zvery 


. a -* a oie) ~ M -“~ 7 Warn &- 4. 9¢ 5 ren, Sr a! PS ad 
threugn she market or the tow with Le Lol. The inhatlevants were not lgnerany of 


his real intentions. Ly tne most diverse ways they came to warn me and ask me to 


get rid of this individual, whom they considered dangerous, as rapidly as possible, 


I continued to display my trust in hin publicly , but the inhabitants were not 
reessured., 
One day Mr. Tho, who intercepted their mail, sent me a letter intended for 10 


bate 


Loi and sent by his battalion chielr, 


“~~ day I tock gy nabitual walk 


!Thig natter is lasting too long," he had written. "The weapons which we will 


be able to recover are only poor weapons, Wo shall not send anyone else, and 


espocially no weapons. Do the job as fast as possible, and be sure not to iiss tue 


I bad received this nessage during tne nignh, arly the next corning, after 


.-hsying given cisereec orders to agsure the protection of ny office, I summoned Le 


Loi end hie glx companions, a3 I lad alveacy done « rmutber of tines. They dia act 
display any enxletye 


After huving greeted then as usucl, I extended to Le Loi the letter which had 


‘been addressed to hing He vexd it slowhy, withons showing the least exotion. The 


he handed 2% to Ree 

Mell," I said to hin, "Is this truc?" 

tYes,;* he answered ne, "We have oleycd a dangerous gane and ws have loste 
What are you going to do? 

"You really hed the basic mission of assassinating me, as woll as sone of ny 


us 


comrades?" 
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. 4 s an 
ecause the eopsraticns which you conduct 


a a ae Be eta ate f wee fae ge t ee . Vs ee Pe i 2 4. 2 
Geiiiewd tne vopulation to your side, ‘ie have practically no nore contacy with tnca, 


Yeo, we would have killed you if we could have, That's wary you 


buat ig more immoortent to kill ea Leader than a common SOLGLES « 


norale is incontestable, Cnce you had disarpcared, we would have been able to 


retake control of the peoples" 

"nat do you think I an going to do?" 

"Have me shot, me and my comrades, We have lost, and that 
fone," 


'Hovever, L regret it. I have svent a month with you. ile 


is the rule of the 


cculd nave been uple 


to work together to pacify South Vietnem. I was beginning to consider you like a 


eonrace," 


ike, too. But vhat do our Lives court, yours as weil ws gine, in the cowbab in 


You -cculd -have bean tilied 2 LONG 2F9,. and 


eleeagy bilicd your predecessor, Major Dupaise You may 


practices the profes sion which ve are practicing, you ond I, ve 
idea of dying tong ago." 
"J go poing to give en cecount to General Royer de Lattree 


to pin, end therefore I am going to have you arrested, [ shall 


your comr..duse! 


tho guards entered, I told thea to take away the six Viet 


I ag wells we have 
be goons When one 


have accepted the 


1c decision belongs 


underctandi vz Little or no French, had not been able to follow sy conversation with 


Le- Loi. How ‘er, they did not seen to harbor any illusion alxut the fate which 


avalted tnen, 
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arnored naratrvoner folloved us with his cubeachinegun, to render any abtenpe at 
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Then, as I had often dene on the ureceding days, I-le®S alone with Le Loi. An 

ote <2 Sato. to Tain, 

rnant and of vour vattalion,. I “now ali of you 

at least by your mares; before you arrived DT knew tnat you would cone and wat you ! 

4 

vere conning 
He was amaned to see how well I wan informed on his unit, nis leaders and | 

their intentions. : 
"There are several errors in your table of organization," ne said to me, "If i 

you want, I can correct then," | 

He aid indeed change some names anc acded otherse 

"Yow it is up to date; at Jeast 1% shows the situation as it was when I icft 


e. 


'Do it," I said to hin. 
my beLtslion." 


T sent Le Loi to Lieutenant Relict, the head of the 2nd Eurcau, wno had 


atteadedthe conversation,requesting hin not to interrogate Le Loi, to see to ns 





security, and particularly to trent hin correctly. Then T left hin with a hand 


The experinent I had been conducting for a month was finished. “Gone 
deLattre and wy comrade Sevani were aware of what wes going cn, The nen were 


indicted before the Military Court of Caicon and condenned to death, I recedved 
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the order to have them shot. I put tio conpamy of Captsin Kaiser in charge of 
the executions 
I asked hin to take them at fivs an. the next porning, to marcn with his 


company in the direction of the Cusirilateral and to ge to @ clearing which was 





well Imown to us, There the execwiicon wild take place in the vrassrd.ced form, , 
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Then the corpses woule be lef) on the growid. The Viet Minh battalion would te 
Guickly alerted. They would cone to take the bodies ead to hary then in their 
fashion. 

KAI] right," Raiser seid to ge, "since it must ke done; we shall co it.” 

Rit I felt a aeep reluctance in nin te have to perform such a mission. Like 
his wen, Scasoned soldiers now end accustozed to risks and Geatns, ne founa 1% 
normel to kill an adversery on the field of battle when the risks vere shared, But 
to shoct a disarmed end powerless nan, and to feel nis look before he died was a 
misszon which they had never imagined and ahich, to a large degree, revolted ther. 

Very early one morning an Italian iegiornaire, who had deserted a year hefore, 
appeared in my office, He appeared to be exhausted. 

"Shoct me if you vant to, I prefer to die rather then to continue to live 
with those vecplee I was abie to escape tonight. I nave teen wavcned for a ienz 
tino, tak toright i took my cha cas eM. 

nNmes yor: you doing with the View Minh?" 

"T wes a cock et the regimental general staff and ccnsideredas tiie lowest of 
the boys . Tim fed up with it! Do wnat you want with me," 

"So you were in a good position to lc.cw the people of Lai fThieu or of the 
surruundings who freauently went to the 30lst?" 

"Cervainly, I especially know those who came to the Gommand Poste A year ago 
they were very mutierous and included 4 lot of young girls. But now they are rae." 

NYould you be able to recognize them?" 

"Rasilv, I often had occasion to speak with then." 

"Good; I am going to keep you hidden for two or three days. No one must know 
that you are here, The next market day I will meke everyone march in front of you. 


You will point out all of those when you recognize." 
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On the avocinted day, at 9 aeit,, FT haa alt the outlets of the tow closed and 
guarded, Then I installed the legiorneire on a suali platforn at the edge of the 
veute above tne market. 

A counany asked the inhabitants to assenble, to abandon their stands ana to 
march in front of the lesicnnaire. There were several thousands of them, The 
noxch lasted until 3 neme The pevple vointed cut oy the legionnaize, about one 
hundred, were assembied and tazen Yo the 2nd Bureau of Lieutenant Eailov. Anong 
them were the cwmer of the cafe on the market place, He was one of ay best intelii- ‘ 
Fence agents; he freauently made contect with the 301st., 

I saw him in the column, and wondered if the lesionnaire would recognize hime 
He was recognized and taken to Lieutenant rellet, I said a rew vores to nin to 
keep up the game end not be burned. , 


Once the parade was over, most of the inhabditancs went tack tc their jovse 


The market functioned. Cne platoon had watched over it to ses that nething was 


tw 


stolen, Hot 4 tangerine was missing from the stends. But once calm had been 
restored, the paratrcopers rushed to the cafe and, in a few minutes; enptied i or 
its contents, For them the csfe owner was only a traitor who deserved a 
mich punishnent. I permitted this small looting to go om. Several days eter EF had 
him released and asked the 2:4 Bureau in Saigon to indemnify hin and to set hin up 
some nlace elsoe 

Among tne people pointed out there were a score of young girls from Lat Thieu 


who were weiting in the school yard, worried about the fate which they were facing 


I gave Liewtenant Ballet the order to put then into one of our trucks and take then a 


Diregils 
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